[A case of experimental transmission of the causative agent of plague from Ornithodoros tartakovskyi ticks to fleas of the great gerbil].
Biological interrelations between ectoparasites from the colonies of great gerbil were studied experimentally. Hungry fleas Coptopsylla lamellifer are able to feed on the ticks Ornithodoros tartakovskyi infected with plague and in so doing be infected with plague agent. Such feeding is identified as "heterovampirism".